
CBC BIBLE STUDY 

 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2022 
 

Romans 10:14-21 
 
 

LAST LESSON: God’s Way of Salvation 
 
A. Believe—in the heart that God raised Jesus from the dead 
 
B. Confess—Jesus is Lord (publicly) 
 
“Salvation is as close as one’s heart (believe) and mouth (confession).” 
 
 
THE PEOPLE OF GOD ARE SAVED TO SERVE AND NOT SIT! A Christians primary 
duty is to bear witness of the saving power of Jesus Christ. 
 
Romans 10:14-15 NKJV 
“How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall 
they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear 
without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, 
Who bring glad tidings of good things!”” 
 
 
Rhetorical Questions: 
 

1. How shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 

 
A. Belief before Calling on 
 

1. And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? 



 
A. Hearing before Believing 
 

1. And how shall they hear without a preacher? 

 
A. Preacher before Hearing 
 

1. And how shall they preach unless they are sent? 

 
A. Sent to Preach (of or by God) 
 
Whoever HEARS the Gospel is held accountable by God to receive or reject Christ 
as Savior. 
 
Salvation includes two distinct teachings. The first is that a person has the  
 
responsibility to receive Christ as Savior. The second is that one who has  
 
received salvation has the task of now sharing Christ with others. Let us  
 
remember that we are not just joint heirs with Christ but also co-laborers with  
 
Christ as well. This work is the known as the MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION!!! 
 
A. Telling others about the GOODNESS OF GOD—Grace, Mercy, Forgiveness,  
Salvation, Sanctification, Glorification! 
 
 
These rhetorical questions refer to one thing: that the rejection of Judah is due to  
 
her unbelief. In an effort to work out their own righteousness through keeping 
the  
 
Law, they FAIL to realize that such will not satisfy the wrath of God or achieve  



 
God’s righteousness. His righteousness only comes when one accepts a  
 
righteousness from Him by faith! Here we must realize that righteousness as  
 
used by Paul means to be in a proper relationship with God. Not only is one  
 
SAVED and no longer condemned, but is safe and secure—no longer an enemy of  
 
God, but a friend, and most of all, now a SON or DAUGHTER of the Most High  
 
God. 
 
Persons that want to hear and demonstrate what they have heard are then  
 
faithful to shine the light that they possess. Their actions demonstrate the  
 
substance of what they have heard! 
 
Joshua 6:21-25 NKJV 
“And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young 
and old, ox, sheep, and donkey, with the edge of the sword. But Joshua had said 
to the two men who had spied out the country, “Go into the harlot’s house, and 
from there bring out the woman and all that she has, as you swore to her.” And 
the young men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab, her father, 
her mother, her brothers, and all that she had. So they brought out all her 
relatives and left them outside the camp of Israel. But they burned the city and all 
that was in it with fire. Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and 
iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the Lord. And Joshua spared 
Rahab the harlot, her father’s household, and all that she had. So she dwells in 
Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.” 
 
Acts 8:26-29 NKJV 
“Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south 
along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. So he 
arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under 



Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had 
come to Jerusalem to worship, was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was 
reading Isaiah the prophet. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake 
this chariot.”” 
 
OBEDIENCE to the directives of God is to shine your light. In doing so, GOD WILL  
 
GIVE YOU MORE LIGHT! To all that are FAITHFUL, HE GIVES MORE! 
 
A. “His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the 
joy of your Lord.’” 
Matthew 25:23 NKJV 
 
 
Romans 10:16 NKJV 
“But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed 
our report?”” 
 
Of Israel he is speaking. Though the gospel is for both Jew and Gentile, not all the 
Jews have believed the report! Their unbelief is what opened the door to the 
Gentiles that they might become jealous and desire God themselves. 
 
 
Romans 10:17 NKJV 
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 
 
“To every person, God has given a measure of faith”. “Without faith, it is 
impossible to please God.” 
 
Again, from verse 14, HOW CAN THEY HEAR WITHOUT A PREACHER? The literal 
translation differs in this way: HOW CAN THEY HEAR WITHOUT PREACHING! To 
read it as a preacher could potentially lead one to think that only a pastor or 
clergy person could do this work. Instead, the focus is not on the one preaching, 
but the message of Christ! Who does it is of no consequence. WE ARE ALL 
MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL!!! 
 



WE ARE SAVED TO SERVE AND NOT SIT—sharing the Good News of the Gospel! 
 
God’s plan to reach the world is a good plan. The problem is with us failing to 
carry it out. Here is God’s remedy for our having failed in our assignments. Please 
note that it is not punishment or retaliatory toward humanity in any way: 
 
Matthew 9:35-38 NKJV 
“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with 
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having 
no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 
His harvest.”” 
 
 
EVERY BELIEVER IS A MESSENGER!!! 
 
 
THE METHOD 
 
Yet, there will be many who do not believe! 
 
John 12:37-38 NKJV 
“But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in 
Him, that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: “Lord, 
who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been 
revealed?”” 
 
FAITH comes by hearing! Yet we hear less and less of faith that transforms people 
and seemingly more and more of faith like Aladdin’s lamp! 
 
What is faith? 
“PISTIS—a firm persuasion—a conviction based upon hearing” 
 
“Faith begins in the mind because of hearing and then leads to a firm conviction. 
It is spiritual persuasion that literally changes one’s life.” 



 
“Faith comes from hearing God’s Word.” 
 
The Word of God was inspired then and even now is inspired. 
 
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
Hebrews 4:12 NKJV 
 
Danger of overwhelming worship with music and other non-preaching moments: 
 
A. Only the Word of God can bring saving faith to its hearers. Preaching, not the 
preacher, but PREACHING, should always have center stage. This is the only 
method that works. 
 
 
THE INDICTMENT 
 
Romans 10:18-21 NKJV 
“But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: “Their sound has gone out to all the 
earth, And their words to the ends of the world.” But I say, did Israel not know? 
First Moses says: “I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation, I 
will move you to anger by a foolish nation.” But Isaiah is very bold and says: “I was 
found by those who did not seek Me; I was made manifest to those who did not 
ask for Me.” But to Israel he says: “All day long I have stretched out My hands To 
a disobedient and contrary people.”” 
 
 
SHIFT—Message—Method—HEARER 
 
Israel has not heard—not because it has not been said/preached, but because of 
their rejection of Christ—seeking righteousness not by faith but by works (Law) 
 
Paul is writing more than 25 years after Pentecost. The Gospel has been preached 
all over Palestine and the Roman Empire. Not only are the Jews not receiving this 



Gospel but are openly hostile toward it—while the Gentiles are receiving it in 
great numbers. 
 
Deuteronomy 32:21 NKJV 
“They have provoked Me to jealousy by what is not God; They have moved Me to 
anger by their foolish idols. But I will provoke them to jealousy by those who are 
not a nation; I will move them to anger by a foolish nation.” 
 
A. Gentiles would now be the beneficiaries of God’s goodness and righteousness 
because Israel rejected Him and His way to righteousness!  
 
PARABLE: 
 
Luke 20:9-16 NKJV 
“Then He began to tell the people this parable: “A certain man planted a vineyard, 
leased it to vinedressers, and went into a far country for a long time. Now at 
vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that they might give him some 
of the fruit of the vineyard. But the vinedressers beat him and sent him away 
empty-handed. Again he sent another servant; and they beat him also, treated 
him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. And again he sent a third; and 
they wounded him also and cast him out. “Then the owner of the vineyard said, 
‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son. Probably they will respect him when 
they see him.’ But when the vinedressers saw him, they reasoned among 
themselves, saying, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, that the inheritance 
may be ours.’ So they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore what 
will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy those 
vinedressers and give the vineyard to others.” And when they heard it they said, 
“Certainly not!”” 
 
 
PROOF OF GOD’S WORK 
 
Romans 10:19-21 NKJV 
“But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says: “I will provoke you to jealousy by 
those who are not a nation, I will move you to anger by a foolish nation.” But 
Isaiah is very bold and says: “I was found by those who did not seek Me; I was 



made manifest to those who did not ask for Me.” But to Israel he says: “All day 
long I have stretched out My hands To a disobedient and contrary people.”” 
 
 
Both Moses and Isaiah had foretold that the Gentiles would accept God’s 
salvation. They are then “further condemned they of all people should know 
better.” 
 
Conclusion: 
 
“God’s judgment on Israel was executed arbitrarily only after they failed to 
respond to His salvation.” Her spiritual condition was not because of lacking 
opportunity, but was because of her disobedience and opposition or contradicting 
the directives of God. They actually opposed and contradicted the preaching of 
Paul.  
 
 
IS IT OVER FOR ISRAEL—Has God left her to her own devices??? 
 
We will answer that question in the next lesson. Stay tuned. 
 


